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Table 1:   Inequality outlook

Interpretati on: See glossary for defi niti ons of concepts and indicators. 
Sources and series: wir2022.wid.world/methodology

Figure 1:  Top 10% and bott om 50% income shares in Japan, 
1900-2021

Interpretati on: The Top 10% income share is equal to 45% in 2021. 
Income is measured aft er the operati on of pensions and unemployment 
insurance systems and before income tax. 
Sources and series: see wir2022.wid.world/methodology
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Avg. Wealth 
(PPP €)

Share 
of total (%)

Full 
populati on 30 500 100% 181 500 100%

Bott om 
50 % 10 200 16.8% 20 900 5.8%

Middle 
40 % 29 200 38.3% 165 600 36.5%

Top 10 % 137 000 44.9% 1 048 200 57.8%

Top 1 % 400 000 13.1% 4 439 200 24.5%

Top 10% to Bot. 50% Income gap 1 to 13

Female labor share 28%

GHG footprint 11.9 tCO2 / pers.

Transparency index 6 / 20

14: €1 PPP = $PPP 1.4 = JPY 141.4

■ Rising inequaliti es since the 1980sy
In Japan, the average nati onal income of the adult 
populati on is €PPP30,500 (or JPY4,313,160).14 

While the bott om 50% earns €PPP10 200 
(JPY1,447,440), the top 10% earns on average 13 
ti mes more (€PPP137 000 or JPY19,363,880).

■ Income inequality in the long run
Income inequality in Japan dropped considerably 
aft er the Second World War and was maintained 
at low levels through the 1950-1980s thanks 
to the consolidati on of a generous welfare 
system and a series of capital control policies. 
During that period, the top 10% income share 
oscillated around 30-35%. Financial deregulati on 
and liberalizati on in the 1980s created a rise in 
inequaliti es. The asset price bubble burst in 1991 
and the subsequent secular stagnati on of average 
incomes was accompanied by a further increase in 
the top 10% income share, from 40% in the early 
1990s to close to 45% today.
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