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The Islands and Oceans Net (IO Net) Core Group Meeting was held at the Nippon 

Zaidan Building, Akasaka, Tokyo from 19 – 20 January 2015. The Meeting was co-

organized by the Ocean Policy Research Foundation (OPRF) and the Australian 

National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS), University of 

Wollongong. 40 participants attended the Meeting including the representatives of 

OPRF, ANCORS, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) and the Applied 

Geoscience and Technology Division of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

(SOPAC/SPC) and OPRF Research Committee members. The Program and the List 

of Participants are herewith attached.  

 

Mr. Hiroshi Terashima, Executive Director, OPRF, Prof. Stuart Kaye, Director, 

ANCORS and Dr. Toshio Yamagata, Director, Application Laboratory, Japan Agency 

for Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC) co-chaired the Meeting.  

 

Mr. Terashima expressed in his opening remarks the purpose of this Meeting and 

asked the participants for their support. More specifically, Mr. Terashima explained 

that OPRF, ANCORS, SOPAC/SPC, PIFS and collaborating experts had 

collaborated since 2009 and developed the joint policy recommendations “For the 

better conservation and management of islands and their surrounding ocean areas” 

and disseminated it to the international community, and that the establishment of 

an international collaborative network called “IO Net” by the organizations and 

individuals  who sympathize with the Joint Policy Recommendations and 

collaborate and cooperate on a voluntary basis to implement it was proposed and 

adopted unanimously at the side event of SIDS 2014 held in Samoa in September 

2014. He stated that this Core Group Meeting was convened to discuss how to carry 

out concrete activities of IO Net, what would be the priority policy measures to 

address first and how to facilitate the formation of the projects among the partners 

for implementing such policy measures. Prof. Kay thanked OPRF for its proactive 

role in spearheading IO Net and expressed his hope to future work of IO Net. Dr. 

Yamagata expressed his gratitude to be one of the co-chairs and stated his readiness 

to support the Meeting and IO Net activities.  

 

In Session 1, Mr. Masanori Kobayashi, Research Fellow presented the outcome of 

the OPRF/ANCORS side event at SIDS 2014 and the outline of the proposed 

activities for the IO Net.  

 

In Session 2, Mr. Terashima introduced the activities of OPRF and referred to the 

three pillars of the joint policy recommendations (conservation and management of 

islands, management of surrounding oceans and responses to climate change and 
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variability), and emphasized the significance and importance of establishing IO Net 

in which various partners voluntarily collaborate for implementing the Joint Policy 

Recommendations, and proposed the outline of action which are to concentrate the 

attention on priority policy measures, materialize and implement concrete projects 

for them and develop good practices. Prof. Kaye echoed the importance of IO Net 

and emphasized the readiness of ANCORS to support the IO Net activities. Mr. 

Ryan Medrana, Natural Resources Adviser, PIFS outlined the work of PIFS and the 

Pacific Ocean Alliance launched at SIDS 2014 as a high level policy forum on ocean 

policies in the Pacific. Dr. Kifle Kahsai, Chief Geoscientist, SPC/SOPAC presented 

his organization and underlined the common ground where SPC/SOPAC could 

contribute to the IO Net activities.  

 

In Session 3, the participants discussed how to carry out concrete activities of IO 

Net, what would be the priority policy measures and how to facilitate the formation 

of the concrete projects based thereon in line with the three pillars of the joint policy 

recommendations. In Part 1 “Conservation and Management of Islands”, the 

participants discussed after the presentations t by OPRF, Prof. Paul Kench, Head, 

School of Environment, University of Auckland and Prof. Hajime Kayanne, 

Professor, the University of Tokyo. In Part 2 “Management of Surrounding Oceans”, 

the participants discussed after the presentations by OPRF and Mr. Masanori 

Miyahara, President, Japan Fishery Research Center. On Section 3 “Responses to 

Climate Change and Variability”, the participants discussed after the presentation 

by OPRF. On each of the parts, intensive and constructive dialogues and discussions 

were conducted, and the image of the concrete activities of IO Net was shared by 

the participants. The participants exchanged positively their views on and the 

priority policy measures, though the concrete projects haven’t yet been developed. 

The participants reiterated the importance of reviewing the information on the 

similar activities and projects undertaken in the past or up to the present.  

 

In Session 4, the participants discussed the future work plan. It was agreed that IO 

Net would consist of the partners that support the joint policy recommendations 

and express the intention to collaborate on a voluntary basis towards their 

implementation, that it would be a flexible network that would not provide for strict 

membership qualification, and that upon the formation of the project, the 

participating partners would be determined and the members of the project will 

manage the project autonomously. It was also agreed that a TOR would be 

developed to clarify these principles. As it is urgent to materialize several leading 

projects to operationalize IO Net activities, it was proposed and agreed to invite the 

partners to submit the concrete project proposal(s), preferably by 10 February. It 

was agreed to encourage interested organizations and individuals to participate in 

IO Net, and agreed to invite SPREP and USP to join the IO Net Core Group 

members in addition to the present four organizations. It was agreed to convene the 

first General Meeting of IONet either before or after the Pacific Islands Leaders 

Meeting (PALM) that will be held in Iwaki, Japan in May.  

 

In Wrap-up and Concluding Session, Mr. Terashima, Co-Chair, expressed his 

appreciation to all the participants for their constructive contributions to the 

discussions and asked for their continuous support to IO Net activities.  


